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The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 7 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca, NY 
June 21, 2026 Year A 

10:00 a.m. 
* Indicates please stand as able 

Prelude      

*Opening Hymn  Praise to the living God! (Leoni) Hymnal #372 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

Collect for Purity BCP 355 

*Kyrie  LEVAS #235 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O Lord, make us have perpetual love and reverence for your holy Name, for you never fail to help 
and govern those whom you have set upon the sure foundation of your loving kindness; through 
Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and 
ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Jeremiah 20:7–13 

O LORD, you have enticed me,  and I was enticed; you have overpowered me,  and you have 
prevailed. I have become a laughingstock all day long;  everyone mocks me. For whenever I speak, 
I must cry out, I must shout, “Violence and destruction!” For the word of the LORD has become 
for me a reproach and derision all day long. If I say, “I will not mention him,  or speak any more 
in his name,” then within me there is something like a burning fire shut up in my bones; I am 
weary with holding it in, and I cannot. For I hear many whispering: “Terror is all around! Denounce 
him! Let us denounce him!” All my close friends are watching for me to stumble. “Perhaps he can 
be enticed, and we can prevail against him, and take our revenge on him.” But the LORD is with 
me like a dread warrior; therefore my persecutors will stumble,  and they will not prevail. They will 
be greatly shamed, for they will not succeed. Their eternal dishonor will never be forgotten. 
O LORD of hosts, you test the righteous, you see the heart and the mind; let me see your retribution 
upon them, for to you I have committed my cause. Sing to the LORD; praise the LORD! For he has 
delivered the life of the needy from the hands of evildoers. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 69:8–20              (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Salvum me fac 

  
8 Surely, for your sake have I suffered  

reproach, * 
and shame has covered my face. 

9 I have become a stranger to my own  
kindred, * 
an alien to my mother's children. 

10 Zeal for your house has eaten me up; * 
the scorn of those who scorn you has  
fallen upon me. 

11 I humbled myself with fasting, * 
but that was turned to my reproach. 

12 I put on sack-cloth also, * 
and became a byword among them. 

13 Those who sit at the gate murmur against me, * 
and the drunkards make songs about me. 

14 But as for me, this is my prayer to you, * 
at the time you have set, O LORD: 

15 “In your great mercy, O God, * 
answer me with your unfailing help. 

16 Save me from the mire; do not let me  
sink; * 
let me be rescued from those who hate me 
and out of the deep waters. 

17 Let not the torrent of waters wash over me, 
neither let the deep swallow me up; * 
do not let the Pit shut its mouth upon me. 

18 Answer me, O LORD, for your love is kind; * 
in your great compassion, turn to me.” 

19 “Hide not your face from your servant; * 
be swift and answer me, for I am in distress. 

20 Draw near to me and redeem me; * 
because of my enemies deliver me. 

The Epistle Romans 6:1b–11 

Should we continue in sin in order that grace may abound? By no means! How can we who died 
to sin go on living in it? Do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus 
were baptized into his death? Therefore we have been buried with him by baptism into death, so 
that, just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in 
newness of life. 

For if we have been united with him in a death like his, we will certainly be united with him in a 
resurrection like his. We know that our old self was crucified with him so that the body of sin 
might be destroyed, and we might no longer be enslaved to sin. For whoever has died is freed 
from sin. But if we have died with Christ, we believe that we will also live with him. We know that 
Christ, being raised from the dead, will never die again; death no longer has dominion over him. 
The death he died, he died to sin, once for all; but the life he lives, he lives to God. So you also 
must consider yourselves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ Jesus. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual Hymn All who believe and are baptized (Es is das Heil) Hymnal #298 

*Alleluia  (Led by the cantor) 
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*The Gospel Reading Matthew 10:24–39 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said to the twelve disciples, “A disciple is not above the teacher, nor a slave above the master; 
it is enough for the disciple to be like the teacher, and the slave like the master. If they have called 
the master of the house Beelzebul, how much more will they malign those of his household! 

“So have no fear of them; for nothing is covered up that will not be uncovered, and nothing secret 
that will not become known. What I say to you in the dark, tell in the light; and what you hear 
whispered, proclaim from the housetops. Do not fear those who kill the body but cannot kill the 
soul; rather fear him who can destroy both soul and body in hell. Are not two sparrows sold for a 
penny? Yet not one of them will fall to the ground apart from your Father. And even the hairs of 
your head are all counted. So do not be afraid; you are of more value than many sparrows. 

“Everyone therefore who acknowledges me before others, I also will acknowledge before my 
Father in heaven; but whoever denies me before others, I also will deny before my Father in 
heaven. 

“Do not think that I have come to bring peace to the earth; I have not come to bring peace, but a 
sword. 

For I have come to set a man against his father, and a daughter against her mother, and a daughter-

in-law against her mother-in-law; and one’s foes will be members of one’s own household. 

Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever loves son or 
daughter more than me is not worthy of me; and whoever does not take up the cross and follow 
me is not worthy of me. Those who find their life will lose it, and those who lose their life for my 
sake will find it.” 

The Gospel of the Lord. 
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the alleluia)  

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 

    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 
            in accordance with the Scriptures; 
        he ascended into heaven 
            and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 
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We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 

    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

*The Prayers of the People 

We have been united with Christ in his death, and made one with him in his resurrection. In this 
newness of life, we raise our hearts in joyful prayer, responding, “Kyrie eleison.” 

+ That the Church and her peoples may name the crosses that retard their work and ministry, so 
that they may focus once again upon the sovereignty of Christ, who is the source of all our 
blessings; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ That we may be softened by the remembrance of personal darkness and despair and give 
generously to the relief of the hungry and fearful, the sick and those who work multiple jobs and 
still struggle to provide for the basic necessities of life; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For all who hold positions of public trust and responsibility, that they may serve the common 
good with integrity and sound moral judgment; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For those who are being cast out of their native land through political chaos, religious 
persecution, war and famine, natural disasters, and reasons that remain unknown, that they may 
find receptive countries as they search for a new homeland; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For those who have died, that they may join the community of saints, in whose fellowship we 
will one day reside; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ That the gift of Christ’s Body and Blood may sustain and strengthen us as we share the faith of 
the saints who have come before; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

Let us endure faithfully in the practice of intercession, as we continue our petitions. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 
Tylor  

Laura 
Roger 
Massaia family 
Jack 
Chris 
Olivia  

Kathryn 
Gabe 
John 
Suzanne 
Robert 
Patricia 

Brian 
Brian Cito 
Tim  
Paul 
Jesse 
Johnlyn 

Chet 
Patrick 
Anderson family

 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Jesse Richardson, Mary Arlin, John Faulkner 
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Confession of Sin   BCP #360 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Hymn  Spread, O spread, thou mighty word (Gott Sei Dank) Hymnal #530 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expansive Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels and 
with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus) LEVAS #251 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
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Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem  LEVAS #269 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

Communion will be distributed in the center aisle. Please, come forward in a single line to receive. 
You may either drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer,  

or a Eucharistic Minister will intinct the wafer for you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn Here, O my Lord, I see thee face to face (Nyack) Hymnal #318 
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*Postcommunion Hymn  I can hear my Savior calling LEVAS #144 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing  

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn   Christ for the world we sing! (Moscow) Hymnal #537 

Postlude    

Liturgical Ministers:  Lillian Wright, Sara VanLooy, Pam Talbott 

Virtual Vergers:  John Jackson, Isabel Evans 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou   

The flowers on the altar are given to the Glory of God in loving memory of Alice Comstock  
by Richard Comstock, Jr. 

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card and 

place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 
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St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532   
 www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior Warden Craig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish Administrator Chuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster  

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee or 
lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to meet.” 
Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 
 

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
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The Fourth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 7 

June 21, 2026 Year A 
Hymns 

Praise to the living God! (Leoni) Hymnal 
#372 

1 Praise to the living God! 
All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
for ay the same. 
The one eternal God 
ere aught that now appears: 
the first, the last, beyond all thought 
his timeless years! 

2 Formless, all lovely forms 
declare his loveliness; 
holy, no holiness of earth 
can his express. 
Lo, he is Lord of all. 
Creation speaks his praise, 
and everywhere above, below, 
his will obeys. 

3 His Spirit floweth free, 
high surging where it will: 
in prophet's word he spake of old: 
he speaketh still. 
Established is his law, 
and changeless it shall stand, 
deep writ upon the human heart, 
on sea, on land. 

4 Eternal life hath he  
implanted in the soul; 
his love shall be our strength and stay 
while ages roll. 
Praise to the living God! 
All praised be his Name 
who was, and is, and is to be, 
for ay the same. 

All who believe and are baptized (Es is 
das Heil) 
Hymnal #298 

1. All who believe and are baptized shall see 
the Lord’s salvation; baptized into the death 
of Christ, each is a new creation. Through 

Christ’s redemption we shall stand among 
the glorious heavenly band of every tribe 
and nation. 

2. With one accord, O God, we pray: grant 
us thy Holy Spirit; help us in our infirmity 
through Jesus’ blood and merit. Grant us to 
grow in grace each day that as is promised 
here we may eternal life inherit. 

I can hear my Savior calling 
LEVAS #144 

1 I can hear my Savior calling, I can hear my 
Savior calling, I can hear my Savior calling, 
“Take thy cross and follow, follow me.” 

Refrain: Where He leads me I will follow, 
Where He leads me I will follow, Where He 
leads me I will follow, I’ll go with Him, with 
Him all the way. 

2 I’ll go with Him through the garden, I’ll go 
with Him through the garden, I’ll go with 
Him through the garden, I’ll go with Him, 
with Him all the way. [Refrain] 

3 I’ll go with Him through the judgement, 
I’ll go with Him through the judgement, I’ll 
go with Him through the judgement, I’ll go 
with Him, with Him all the way. [Refrain] 

4 He will give me grace and glory, He will 
give me grace and glory, He will give me 
grace and glory, And go with me, with me all 
the way. [Refrain] 

Christ for the world we sing! (Moscow) 
Hymnal #537 

1 Christ for the world we sing! The world to 
Christ we bring with loving zeal; the poor, 
and them that mourn, the faint and 
overborne, sin-sick and sorrow-worn, whom 
Christ doth heal. 

2 Christ for the world we sing! The world to 
Christ we bring with fervent prayer; the 



 
10 

wayward and the lost, by restless passions 
tossed, redeemed at countless cost from 
dark despair. 

3 Christ for the world we sing! The world to 
Christ we bring with one accord; with us the 
work to share, with us reproach to dare, with 
us the cross to bear, for Christ our Lord. 

4 Christ for the world we sing! The world to 
Christ we bring with joyful song; the 
newborn souls, whose days, reclaimed from 
error’s ways, inspired with hope and praise, 
to Christ belong.  

 

 

 


