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The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 8 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca, NY 
June 28, 2026 Year A 

10:00 a.m. 
* Indicates please stand as able 

Prelude      

*Opening Hymn  Where cross the crowded ways of life (Gardiner) Hymnal #609 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

Collect for Purity BCP 355 

*Kyrie LEVAS #235 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

Almighty God, you have built your Church upon the foundation of the apostles and 
prophets, Jesus Christ himself being the chief cornerstone: Grant us so to be joined 
together in unity of spirit by their teaching, that we may be made a holy temple acceptable 
to you; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Jeremiah 28:5–9 

The prophet Jeremiah spoke to the prophet Hananiah in the presence of the priests and all 
the people who were standing in the house of the LORD; and the prophet Jeremiah said, 
“Amen! May the LORD do so; may the LORD fulfill the words that you have prophesied, 
and bring back to this place from Babylon the vessels of the house of the LORD, and all the 
exiles. But listen now to this word that I speak in your hearing and in the hearing of all the 
people. The prophets who preceded you and me from ancient times prophesied war, 
famine, and pestilence against many countries and great kingdoms. As for the prophet who 
prophesies peace, when the word of that prophet comes true, then it will be known that 
the LORD has truly sent the prophet.” 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 89:1–4, 15–18              (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Misericordias Domini 

  

1 Your love, O LORD, for ever will I sing;  
from age to age my mouth will 
proclaim your faithfulness. 

2 For I am persuaded that your love is 
established for ever; * 
you have set your faithfulness firmly  
in the heavens. 

3 “I have made a covenant with my chosen 
one; * 
I have sworn an oath to David my 
servant: 

4 ‘I will establish your line for ever, * 
and preserve your throne for all 
generations.’” 

15 Happy are the people who know the 
festal shout! * 
they walk, O LORD, in the light of your 
presence. 

16 They rejoice daily in your Name; * 
they are jubilant in your righteousness. 

17 For you are the glory of their  
strength, * 
and by your favor our might is exalted. 

18 Truly, the LORD is our ruler; * 
the Holy One of Israel is our King. 

The Epistle Romans 6:12–23 

Do not let sin exercise dominion in your mortal bodies, to make you obey their passions. 
No longer present your members to sin as instruments of wickedness, but present 
yourselves to God as those who have been brought from death to life, and present your 
members to God as instruments of righteousness. For sin will have no dominion over you, 
since you are not under law but under grace. 

What then? Should we sin because we are not under law but under grace? By no means! 
Do you not know that if you present yourselves to anyone as obedient slaves, you are slaves 
of the one whom you obey, either of sin, which leads to death, or of obedience, which leads 
to righteousness? But thanks be to God that you, having once been slaves of sin, have 
become obedient from the heart to the form of teaching to which you were entrusted, and 
that you, having been set free from sin, have become slaves of righteousness. I am speaking 
in human terms because of your natural limitations. For just as you once presented your 
members as slaves to impurity and to greater and greater iniquity, so now present your 
members as slaves to righteousness for sanctification. 

When you were slaves of sin, you were free in regard to righteousness. So what advantage 
did you then get from the things of which you now are ashamed? The end of those things 
is death. But now that you have been freed from sin and enslaved to God, the advantage 
you get is sanctification. The end is eternal life. For the wages of sin is death, but the free 
gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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*Gradual Hymn  O Jesus, I have promised (Nyland) Hymnal #655 

*Alleluia  (Led by the cantor) 

 

*The Gospel Reading Matthew 10:40–42 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus said, “Whoever welcomes you welcomes me, and whoever welcomes me welcomes 
the one who sent me. Whoever welcomes a prophet in the name of a prophet will receive 
a prophet's reward; and whoever welcomes a righteous person in the name of a righteous 
person will receive the reward of the righteous; and whoever gives even a cup of cold water 
to one of these little ones in the name of a disciple—truly I tell you, none of these will lose 
their reward.”  

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the alleluia)  

The Sermon Fr. Jeff Evans 

*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 
        On the third day he rose again 

          in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven 
          and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the 
dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*The Prayers of the People 

We stand before God in awesome fear, as the power of divine grace is revealed through 
the mystery of word and sacrament. Trusting in his grace, we offer our prayers, responding, 
“Kyrie eleison.” 

+ For those who claim the prophetic voice in our generation, that they may be willing to 
pay the price of their convictions and, like the prophets of old, have their testimony tried 
in the fires of eternity; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ That we may respond to the needs of others before we are ready, and give of our bounty 
when we have yet to be generous, that in the companionship of the apostles we will grow 
in grace and discover our holiness; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For our President and leadership, that they may be given the wisdom to make judicious 
decisions, seeking the light of the Lord who is the source of all righteousness; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ For safety and refreshment for those on vacation, that they may relax from their work 
and be reunited with those they love; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ That those who eat the Bread and drink the Cup of Jesus’ holy sacrifice may bear witness 
to the Paschal mystery in all its fullness; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

+ That the dead may be granted an entrance into the fellowship of the saints; let us pray. 
Kyrie eleison. 

Enrich our hearts with the gift of hospitality, O God, as we continue our prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 
Tylor  

Laura 
Roger 
Massaia family 
Jack 
Chris 
Olivia  

Kathryn 
Gabe 
John 
Suzanne 
Robert 
Patricia 

Brian 
Brian Cito 
Tim  
Paul 
Jesse 
Johnlyn 

Chet 
Patrick 
Anderson family

 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Sammy Fung, Ted Clark 

Confession of Sin   BCP #360 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 
Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
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We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. 
Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Anthem  A Prayer of St. Richard of Chichester L.J. White 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expansive Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and 
Archangels and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim 
the glory of your Name: 

Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus)  LEVAS #252 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had 
fallen into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, 
your only and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to 
reconcile us to you, the God and maker of all. 
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Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your 
will, a perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took 
bread; and when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and 
said, “Take, eat: This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance 
of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to 
them, and said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is 
shed for you and for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for 
the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise 
and thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these 
gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, 
the holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your 
eternal kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, 
in the unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. 
Amen. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem  LEVAS #269 

Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

Communion will be distributed in the center aisle. Please, come forward in a single line to receive. 
You may either drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer,  

or a Eucharistic Minister will intinct the wafer for you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn Savior, again to thy dear Name we raise (Ellers) Hymnal #345 
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*Postcommunion Hymn  Blessed be the God of Israel (Wachet Auf) Hymnal #444 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing  

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn   Christ is made the sure foundation (Westminster Abbey) Hymnal #518 

Postlude    

Liturgical Ministers:  Charles Ciccone, Susan Backstrom, Cora Yao 

Virtual Vergers:  Beverly Way, Sara VanLooy 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou   

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor 

card and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the 
service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 

 



 
8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532   
 www.stjohnsithaca.org   Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 

“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior WardenCraig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish AdministratorChuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

From Father Jeff:  “I’d like to offer a standing invitation to parishioners to join me for coffee 
or lunch anytime during the week (except Fridays), so please, let me know if you’d like to 
meet.” Please call (607) 273-6532 or email revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org. 

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  
One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are 
many ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please 
call the church office 607-273-6532 or email office@stjohnsithaca.org. 

The Lay Preaching Program is now accepting applications for the 2026–28 program years. 
Licensed lay preachers serve in a supply capacity for congregations throughout the diocese.  
https://cnyepiscopal.org/resources/formation/licensedpreachers/ 

Taught by the Rev. Dr. Rebecca Drebert and the Very Rev. Dr. Scott Parnell, this rigorous 
two-year formational program meets four times per year at St. James' Episcopal Church in 
Skaneateles. The curriculum includes biblical studies and exegesis, Episcopal/Anglican 
polity, theology, and homiletical structure. Additionally, participants are paired with a 
personal preaching mentor and deliver four sermons annually in a congregational setting.  

Those interested in applying for the upcoming cohort should email Canon David Stickley 
at dstickley@cnyepiscopal.org for more information. The application deadline is August 9. 

The Rev. Deacon David Stickley, Canon for Transitions and Discipleship 
Diocese of Central New York  315-407-4545 (call or text) 

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
mailto:revjeffevans@stjohnsithaca.org
https://cnyepiscopal.org/resources/formation/licensedpreachers/
mailto:dstickley@cnyepiscopal.org
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The Fifth Sunday after Pentecost 

Proper 8 
June 28, 2026 Year A 

Hymns 

Where cross the crowded ways of life 
(Gardiner) 
Hymnal #609 

1 Where cross the crowded ways of life, 
where sound the cries of race and clan, 
above the noise of selfish strife, 
we hear thy voice, O Son of Man. 

2 In haunts of wretchedness and need, 
on shadowed thresholds dark with fears, 
from paths where hide the lures of greed, 
we catch the vision of thy tears. 

3 The cup of water given for thee 
still holds the freshness of thy grace; 
yet long these multitudes to see 
the true compassion of thy face. 

4 O Master, from the mountain side, 
make haste to heal these hearts of pain; 
among these restless throngs abide, 
O tread the city's streets again; 

5 till all the world shall learn thy love, 
and follow where thy feet have trod; 
till glorious from thy heaven above, 
shall come the city of our God. 

O Jesus, I have promised (Nyland) 
Hymnal #655 

1 O Jesus, I have promised  
to serve thee to the end: 
be thou for ever near me,  
my Master and my friend; 
I shall not fear the battle 
if thou art by my side, 
nor wander from the pathway, 
if thou wilt be my guide. 

2 O let me hear thee speaking  
in accents clear and still, 
above the storms of passion,  
the murmurs of self-will; 

O speak to reassure me,  
to hasten or control; 
O speak, and make me listen,  
thou guardian of my soul. 

3 O Jesus, thou hast promised  
to all who follow thee, 
that where thou art in glory  
there shall thy servant be; 
and, Jesus I have promised  
to serve thee to the end; 
O give me grace to follow,  
my Master and my friend. 

Blessed be the God of Israel  
(Wachet Auf) 
Hymnal #444 

Blessed be the Lord, the God of Israel, 
who has come to his people and set 
them free. 
The Lord has raised up for us a mighty 
Savior, 
born of the house of his servant David. 
Through the holy prophets God 
promised of old to  
save us from our enemies, 
from the hands of all who hate us, 
to show mercy to our forbears, 
and to remember his holy covenant. 
This was the oath God swore to our 
father Abraham: 
to set us free from the hands of our 
enemies, 
free to worship him without fear, 
holy and righteous before him, all the 
days of our life. 
In the tender compassion of our God 
the dawn from on high shall break up  
on us, 
to shine on those who dwell in darkness 
and the shadow of death, 
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and to guide our feet into the way of 
peace. 

(Gloria Patri may be added) 
Glory to the Father and to the Son, 
and to the Holy Spirit; 
as it was in the beginning, is now, 
and will be forever. Amen. 

Words: © 1973 Michael A. Perry. Published by 
permission 

Christ is made the sure foundation 
(Westminster Abbey) 
Hymnal #518 

1 Christ is made the sure foundation, 
Christ the head and cornerstone, 
chosen of the Lord, and precious, 
binding all the church in one, 
holy Zion's help forever, 
and her confidence alone. 

2 All that dedicated city, 
dearly loved of God on high, 
in exultant jubilation 
pours perpetual melody, 
God the One in Three adoring 
in glad hymns eternally. 

3 To this temple, where we call You, 
come, O Lord of Hosts, today; 
with accustomed lovingkindness, 
hear Your servants as they pray; 
and Your fullest benediction 
shed within its walls alway. 

4 Lord, here grant to all Your servants 
what they ask of You to gain, 
what they gain from You, forever 
with the blessed to retain, 
and hereafter in Your glory 
evermore with You to reign. 

5 Praise and honor to the Father, 
praise and honor to the Son, 
praise and honor to the Spirit, 
ever Three, and ever One, 
one in might, and one in glory, 
while unending ages run. 
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