
 1 

The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 10 

St. John’s Episcopal Church, Ithaca, NY 
July 12, 2026 Year A 

10:00 a.m. 
* Indicates please stand as able 

 

Prelude      

Opening Hymn  O day of radiant gladness (Es flog en kleins Waldvögelein) Hymnal #48 

*Opening Acclamation Hymnal #S-76 

 

Collect for Purity BCP 355 

*Kyrie LEVAS #235 

Salutation and Collect of the Day BCP 357 

Celebrant:  The Lord be with you. 
People:  And also with you. 
Celebrant:  Let us pray. 

O Lord, mercifully receive the prayers of your people who call upon you, and grant that they may 
know and understand what things they ought to do, and also may have grace and power faithfully 
to accomplish them; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy 
Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen. 

The First Lesson Isaiah 55:10–13 

As the rain and the snow come down from heaven, and do not return there until they have 
watered the earth, making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the 
eater, so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it 
shall accomplish that which I purpose, and succeed in the thing for which I sent it. For you shall 
go out in joy, and be led back in peace; the mountains and the hills before you shall burst into 
song, and all the trees of the field shall clap their hands. Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come up the myrtle; and it shall be to the LORD for a memorial, 
for an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 
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Psalm 65:9–14              (To be sung by the choir and congregation) Te decet hymnus 

9 You visit the earth and water it 
abundantly; 
you make it very plenteous; * 
the river of God is full of water. 

10 You prepare the grain, * 
for so you provide for the earth. 

11 You drench the furrows and smooth out 
the ridges; * 
with heavy rain you soften the ground 
and bless its increase. 

12 You crown the year with your  
goodness, * 
and your paths overflow with plenty. 

13 May the fields of the wilderness be rich 
for grazing, * 
and the hills be clothed with joy. 

14 May the meadows cover themselves with 
flocks, 
and the valleys cloak themselves with 
grain; * 
let them shout for joy and sing.

The Epistle   Romans 8:1–11  

There is no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus. For the law of the Spirit of life in 
Christ Jesus has set you free from the law of sin and of death. For God has done what the law, 
weakened by the flesh, could not do: by sending his own Son in the likeness of sinful flesh, and 
to deal with sin, he condemned sin in the flesh, so that the just requirement of the law might be 
fulfilled in us, who walk not according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. For those who live 
according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the flesh, but those who live according to 
the Spirit set their minds on the things of the Spirit. To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to 
set the mind on the Spirit is life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is 
hostile to God; it does not submit to God’ law—indeed it cannot, and those who are in the flesh 
cannot please God. 

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God dwells in you. Anyone 
who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though 
the body is dead because of sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him 
who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life 
to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells in you. 

The Word of the Lord. 
Thanks be to God. 

*Gradual Hymn  Blessed Jesus, at thy word (Liebster Jesu) Hymnal #440 

*Alleluia  (Led by the cantor) 
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*The Gospel Reading Matthew 13:1–9, 18–23 

The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew. 
Glory to you, Lord Christ. 

Jesus went out of the house and sat beside the sea. Such great crowds gathered around him that 
he got into a boat and sat there, while the whole crowd stood on the beach. And he told them 
many things in parables, saying: “Listen! A sower went out to sow. And as he sowed, some seeds 
fell on the path, and the birds came and ate them up. Other seeds fell on rocky ground, where 
they did not have much soil, and they sprang up quickly, since they had no depth of soil. But when 
the sun rose, they were scorched; and since they had no root, they withered away. Other seeds fell 
among thorns, and the thorns grew up and choked them. Other seeds fell on good soil and 
brought forth grain, some a hundredfold, some sixty, some thirty. Let anyone with ears listen!” 

“Hear then the parable of the sower. When anyone hears the word of the kingdom and does not 
understand it, the evil one comes and snatches away what is sown in the heart; this is what was 
sown on the path. As for what was sown on rocky ground, this is the one who hears the word 
and immediately receives it with joy; yet such a person has no root, but endures only for a while, 
and when trouble or persecution arises on account of the word, that person immediately falls 
away. As for what was sown among thorns, this is the one who hears the word, but the cares of 
the world and the lure of wealth choke the word, and it yields nothing. But as for what was sown 
on good soil, this is the one who hears the word and understands it, who indeed bears fruit and 
yields, in one case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and in another thirty.” 

The Gospel of the Lord.  
Praise to you, Lord Christ. 

(All repeat the alleluia)  

The Sermon The Rev. Mary Frances Curns 

*The Nicene Creed 

We believe in one God, 
    the Father, the Almighty, 
    maker of heaven and earth, 
    of all that is, seen and unseen. 
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, 
    the only Son of God, 
    eternally begotten of the Father, 
    God from God, Light from Light, 
    true God from true God, 
    begotten, not made, 
    of one Being with the Father. 
    Through him all things were made. 
    For us and for our salvation 
        he came down from heaven: 
    by the power of the Holy Spirit 
        he became incarnate from the Virgin 
        Mary, and was made man. 
    For our sake he was crucified under  
        Pontius Pilate; he suffered death and  
        was buried. 

        On the third day he rose again 
          in accordance with the Scriptures; 
      he ascended into heaven 
          and is seated at the right hand of the  
            Father. 
    He will come again in glory to judge the  
        living and the dead, and his kingdom  
        will have no end. 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the 
    giver of life, who proceeds from the  
    Father and the Son. 
    With the Father and the Son he is  
    worshiped and glorified. 
    He has spoken through the Prophets. 
    We believe in one holy catholic and  
    apostolic Church. 
    We acknowledge one baptism for the  
    forgiveness of sins. 
    We look for the resurrection of the dead, 
    and the life of the world to come. Amen. 
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*The Prayers of the People 

Mercifully receive our prayers, O God, that we may know your ways and follow where you lead, 
responding, “Hear us, good Lord.” 

+ For those who are seeking a spiritual home, that they may be inspired to visit our churches and 
to receive a deep sense of God’s presence through our worship together and the hospitality we 
share; let us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

+ That we may be set free from the need to claim our worthiness through possessions and 
position, so that we may discover our true identity in the life and hope of the Holy Spirit; let us 
pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

+ That the light of Christ will reveal the path to those for whom the shadows are long, the poor 
and desperate, the lonely and unemployed, the hungry and fearful, the refugee and homeless, the 
prisoner and those who live as if in prison, that we may not forget them; let us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

+ For our Commander-in-Chief and all who serve in the armed forces, that we may be thankful 
for their many sacrifices, and honor the service they render to our country and to the security of 
the world; let us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

+ For those who have died, that they may reside in that place where there is no sorrow or pain, 
but life everlasting; let us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

+ For safety for children who are on vacation, that they may have the chance to learn new skills, 
build healthy bodies, and develop new and lasting friendships; let us pray. 
Hear us, good Lord. 

With heart and mind turned toward God, we continue our prayers. 

We pray for the special needs and concerns of our congregation, and especially for: 

Virginia 
Joan 
Beverly 
Bettie Lee 
Bev 
Tylor  
Laura 
Roger 
Massaia family 

Jack 
Chris 
Olivia  
Kathryn 
Gabe 
John 
Suzanne 
Robert 
Patricia 

Brian 
Brian Cito 
Tim  
Paul 
Jesse 
Johnlyn 
Chet 
Patrick 
Anderson family 

 

We pray for those celebrating the anniversary of their birth this week: 
Vaughn Behn, Susan Ettinger, Bridget Wicker, Laurel Wicker 
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Confession of Sin   BCP #360 

Let us confess our sins against God and our neighbor. 

Most merciful God, 
we confess that we have sinned against you 
in thought, word, and deed, 
by what we have done, 
and by what we have left undone. 
We have not loved you with our whole heart, 
we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. 
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent. 
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, 
have mercy on us and forgive us; 
that we may delight in your will, 
and walk in your ways, 
to the glory of your Name. Amen. 

Almighty God have mercy on you, forgive you all your sins through our Lord Jesus Christ, 
strengthen you in all goodness, and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life. Amen. 

*The Peace  
The peace of the Lord be always with you. 

And also with you. 

Announcements & Welcome       

Offertory Sentence  

Offertory Anthem  Grace greater than our sin Arr. Stan Pethel 

*The Great Thanksgiving  Expansive Language Prayer A 

Lift up your hearts (Sursam corda) Hymnal #S-120 

 

Celebrant: continuing:  Therefore we praise you, joining our voices with Angels and Archangels 
and with all the company of heaven, who forever sing this hymn to proclaim the glory of your 
Name: 
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Holy, holy, holy (Sanctus)  LEVAS #252 

Holy, holy, holy, God of power and might, 
heaven and earth are full of your glory. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
    Hosanna in the highest. 

Holy and gracious God: In your infinite love you made us for yourself; and when we had fallen 
into sin and became subject to evil and death, you, in your mercy, Sent Jesus Christ, your only 
and eternal Son, to share our human nature, to live and die as one of us, to reconcile us to you, 
the God and maker of all. 

Jesus stretched out his arms upon the cross, and offered himself, in obedience to your will, a 
perfect sacrifice for the whole world. 

On the night he was handed over to suffering and death, our Savior Jesus Christ took bread; and 
when he had given thanks to you, he broke it, and gave it to his disciples, and said, “Take, eat: 
This is my Body, which is given for you.  Do this for the remembrance of me.” 

After supper, Jesus took the cup of wine; and when he had given thanks, He gave it to them, and 
said “Drink this, all of you: This is my Blood of the New Covenant, which is shed for you and 
for many for the forgiveness of sins. Whenever you drink it, do this for the remembrance of me.” 

Therefore, we proclaim the mystery of faith: 

Christ has died 
Christ is risen 
Christ will come again. 

We celebrate the memorial of our redemption, Almighty God, in this sacrifice of praise and 
thanksgiving. Recalling Christ’s death, resurrection, and ascension, we offer you these gifts. 

Sanctify them by your Holy Spirit to be for your people the Body and Blood of your Son, the 
holy food and drink of new and unending life in Christ. 

Sanctify us also that we may faithfully receive this holy Sacrament, and serve you in unity, 
constancy, and peace; and at the last day, bring us with all your saints into the joy of your eternal 
kingdom.  

All this we ask through Jesus Christ our Savior. By Christ, and with Christ, and in Christ, in the 
unity of the Holy Spirit all honor and glory is yours, Almighty God, now and forever. Amen. 

Conclusion of Eucharistic Prayer and Amen Hymnal #S-142 

 

The Lord’s Prayer BCP 364 

Fraction Anthem LEVAS #269 
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Invitation to Communion 

The gifts of God for the People of God 

Communion will be distributed in the center aisle. Please, come forward in a single line to receive. 
You may either drink from the common chalice after consuming the wafer,  

or a Eucharistic Minister will intinct the wafer for you. 
Gluten-free wafers are available upon request. 

Communion Hymn  One bread, one body LEVAS #151 

*Postcommunion Hymn  O Christ, the Word Incarnate (Munich) Hymnal #632 

Postcommunion Prayer BCP 365 

Eternal God, heavenly Father, 
you have graciously accepted us as living members 
of your Son our Savior Jesus Christ, 
and you have fed us with spiritual food  
in the Sacrament of his Body and Blood. 
Send us now into the world in peace, 
and grant us strength and courage 
to love and serve you 
with gladness and singleness of heart; 
through Christ our Lord. Amen. 

Blessing  

Dismissal   Hymnal #S-174 

 

Closing Hymn   Lord, make us servants of your peace (Dickinson College) Hymnal #593 

Postlude    

Liturgical Ministers:  Karen Lewis, Sally Clayton, Sara VanLooy 

Virtual Vergers:  John Jackson, Isabel Evans 

Accompanist:  Alejandro V. Bernard-Papachryssanthou   

St. John’s extends a warm welcome to visitors! 
May you experience the Lord’s presence during worship.  Please fill out a visitor card 
and place it in the offering plate and stay for coffee in the parish hall after the service. 

LARGE PRINT EDITIONS OF THE BOOK OF COMMON PRAYER ARE 
AVAILABLE IN THE NARTHEX. 

Permission to podcast/stream the music in this service obtained from 
One License with license # A – 724223 



 
8 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

St. John’s Church 
210 North Cayuga Street, Ithaca, NY 14850    

(607)-273-6532   
 www.stjohnsithaca.org    

Office email: office@stjohnsithaca.org 
“Like” us on facebook @ Saint John’s Episcopal Church 
Office Hours Monday through Thursday 10 a.m.–3 p.m. 

The Very Reverend Jeffrey K. Evans, Rector 

Lillian Wright, Senior WardenCraig Small, Junior Warden 
Ilze Lemesis, Parish AdministratorChuck Merrill, Weekday Sexton 
Riya Bolander, Music Director/Choirmaster 

If you have an after-hours pastoral emergency, please call or text Father Jeff at (205) 746-8411. 

To contribute to our ministries, make a secure donation at https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/. 
Thanks!  

Sign up for our weekly newsletter The Fledgling by contacting the church office.  

Forward Day by Day for May, June, and July is in the rear of the church. 

Please Join Us for Coffee Hour in the Parish Hall following the service.  

One of the many ministries we have at St. John’s is our hospitality/coffee hour.  There are many 
ways in which we could use your support; please see Sara, Pam, or Craig. 

Candles and Flowers If you wish to give Sunday flowers in memory of a loved one, please call the 
church office 607-273-6532 or email office@stjohnsithaca.org. 

The Lay Preaching Program is now accepting applications for the 2026–28 program years. 
Licensed lay preachers serve in a supply capacity for congregations throughout the diocese.  
https://cnyepiscopal.org/resources/formation/licensedpreachers/ 

Taught by the Rev. Dr. Rebecca Drebert and the Very Rev. Dr. Scott Parnell, this rigorous two-
year formational program meets four times per year at St. James' Episcopal Church in Skaneateles. 
The curriculum includes biblical studies and exegesis, Episcopal/Anglican polity, theology, and 
homiletical structure. Additionally, participants are paired with a personal preaching mentor and 
deliver four sermons annually in a congregational setting. 

Those interested in applying for the upcoming cohort should email Canon David Stickley 
at dstickley@cnyepiscopal.org for more information. The application deadline is August 9. 

The Rev. Deacon David Stickley, Canon for Transitions and Discipleship 
Diocese of Central New York  315-407-4545 (call or text) 

http://www.stjohnsithaca.org/
https://stjohnsithaca.org/donate/
https://us8.campaign-archive.com/home/?u=ba464e155cfe57854be5971b0&id=62b8db11e4
https://cnyepiscopal.org/resources/formation/licensedpreachers/
mailto:dstickley@cnyepiscopal.org
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The Seventh Sunday after Pentecost 
Proper 10 

July 12, 2026 Year A 
Hymns 

O day of radiant gladness (Es flog en 
kleins Waldvögelein 
Hymnal #48 

1 O day of radiant gladness, O day of joy 
and light, O balm of care and sadness, most 
beautiful, most bright; this day the high and 
lowly, through ages joined in tune, sing 
“Holy, holy, holy” to the great God Triune. 

2 This day at the creation the light first had 
its birth; this day for our salvation Christ 
rose from depths of earth; this day our 
Lord, victorious the Spirit sent from 
heaven, and thus this day most glorious a 
triple light was given. 

3 This day, God’s people meeting, his Holy 
Scripture hear; his living presence greeting, 
through Bread and Wine made near. We 
journey on, believing, renewed with 
heavenly might. From grace more grace 
receiving, on this blest day of light. 

4 That light our hope sustaining, we walk 
the pilgrim way, at length our rest attaining, 
our endless Sabath day. We sing to thee our 
praises, Oh Father, Spirit, Son; the Church 
her voice upraises to Thee blest Three in 
One. 

Words: St3 © 1982, Charles P. Price 

Blessed Jesus, at thy word (Liebster 
Jesu) 
Hymnal #440 

1 Blessed Jesus, at thy word we are gathered 
all to hear thee; let our hearts and souls be 
stirred now to seek and love and fear thee; 
by thy teachings pure and holy, drawn from 
earth to love thee solely. 

2 All our knowledge, sense, and sight lie in 
deepest darkness shrouded, till thy Spirit 
breaks our night with the beams of truth 

unclouded; thou alone to God canst win us; 
thou must work all good within us. 

3 Gracious Lord, thyself impart! Light of 
Light, from God proceeding, open thou our 
ears and heart, help us by thy Spirit’s 
pleading. Hear the cry thy Church upraises; 
hear, and bless our prayers and praises. 

O Christ, the Word Incarnate (Munich) 
Hymnal #632 

1 O Christ, the Word Incarnate, O Wisdom 
from on high, O Truth, unchanged, 
unchanging, O Light of our dark sky; we 
praise thee for the radiance that from the 
scripture’s page, a lantern to our footsteps, 
shines on from age to age. 

2 The Church from our dear Master 
received the word divine, and still that light 
is lifted o’er all the earth to shine. It is the 
chart and compass that o’er life’s surging 
sea, mid mists and rocks and quicksands, 
still guides, O Christ, to thee. 

3 O make thy Church, dear Savior, a lamp 
of purest gold, to bear before the nations 
thy true light as of old; O teach thy 
wandering pilgrims by this their path to 
trace, till, clouds and darkness ended, they 
see thee face to face.  

Lord, make us servants of your peace 
(Dickinson College) 
Hymnal #593 

1 Lord, make us servants of your peace: 
where there is hate, may we sow love; 
where there is hurt, may we forgive; 
where there is strife, may we make one. 

2 Where all is doubt, may we sow 
faith;where all is gloom, may we sow hope; 
where all is night, may we sow light; 
where all is tears, may we sow joy. 
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3 Jesus, our Lord, may we not seek 
to be consoled, but to console, 
nor look to understanding hearts, 
but look for hearts to understand. 

4 May we not look for love’s return, 
but seek to love unselfishly, 
for in our giving we receive, 
and in forgiving are forgiven. 

5 Dying, we live, and are reborn 
through death’s dark night to endless day: 
Lord, make us servants of your peace, 
to wake at last in heaven’s light. 
Your ritesong purchase includes a one-time 
use reprint license for congregational use.  

Words: Copyright © James Quinn, SJ printed by 
permission of Geoffrey Chapman 

 


